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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Concerns disrupt life across U.S. 


HEALTH EMERGENCY DECLARED: Houston cancels rodeo after visit by man who tested positive for COVID-19 


By Mike Morris, 
Jasper Scherer 

and Dylan McGuinness 
STAFF WRITERS 


Mayor Sylvester Turner on 
Wednesday ordered the shut- 
down of the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo due to concerns 
about the coronavirus after a 
Montgomery County man with no 


‘TIP OF THE ICEBERG’: 
Montgomery case of 
‘community spread’ 
ramps up challenge 


By Todd Ackerman 
and Nicole Hensley 
STAFF WRITERS 


The confirmation of the new 
coronavirus in a Montgomery 
County man who hadn’t recently 
traveled outside Texas marks the 
expected but challenging next 
phase in the Houston-region out- 
break: community spread. 

Public health officials Wednes- 
day provided no information 
about how the patient might 
have acquired the virus but ac- 
knowledged that it must have 
been transmitted locally, not 
brought in from another area, 
like the other 13 cases in the re- 
gion. 

“We all knew that it was prob- 
ably a matter of time before this 
was going to happen,” said Dr. 
David Persse, the city of Hous- 
ton’s public health authority. 

Persse called the case “the tip 
of the iceberg.” 

Late Wednesday, city of Hous- 
ton officials announced the city’s 
third confirmed case, a female 
between 15 and 25, who is self- 
quarantined in her home with 
mild symptoms. She apparently 
represents another travel-relat- 
ed case, having recently traveled 
to New York state. 

Community spread is impor- 
tant because it expands the num- 
ber of patients health care pro- 
viders have to consider when 
treating a respiratory illness 
characterized by fever. Previous- 
ly, it was relatively easy to identi- 
fy those with a risk factor, such as 
the 12 Houston-area patients who 
contracted the virus on a Nile 
River cruise and a woman who 
returned to Houston after living 
abroad in Italy. Now many of the 
patients seeking treatment will 
have no idea where they became 

Montgomery continues on A6 


recent travel history tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19. 

The Montgomery County case 
is the Houston region’s first 
known example of the virus being 
contracted within the community 
rather than from travel and di- 
rectly was responsible for the de- 
cision to cancel the rodeo, Turner 
and Harris County Judge Lina Hi- 
dalgo said at a news conference 


“As hard as 
this is to do, 
it is the 
right thing 
to do.” 


Joel Crowley, president and 
CEO of the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo 


Wednesday. Montgomery County 
officials said the man attended a 
barbecue cookoff at the rodeo late 
last month but was not exhibiting 
symptoms at the time. 

Turner said he signed an emer- 
gency health declaration Wednes- 
day that will remain in place for 
seven days, at which point City 
Council could decide to extend it. 
Under the declaration, all events 
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“If we were scared of it, we wouldn’t have come,” said Nathan Feuquay, a senior from Lindale, 
waiting to load out after the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo was canceled on Wednesday. 


‘UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE’: NBA suspends season after player tests positive 


By Jonathan Feigen 
STAFF WRITER 


The NBA has suspended its 
season indefinitely after a player 
tested positive for the coronavi- 
rus. 

The league announced the un- 
precedented step after Wednes- 
day’s game between Utah and 
Oklahoma City was postponed 
minutes before tipoff when test 
results on a Jazz player showed he 
had tested positive. 

The NBA and its board of gov- 


» Rodeo shutdown 
‘really upsetting’ for 
many. Page A3 


» Cancellations buck 
businesses out of the 
saddle. Page BI 


ernors had been weighing wheth- 
er to continue play without fans 
in the arenas or to suspend the 
season but reached its decision 
after receiving the news from 
Oklahoma City. 

The decision came hours after 
the NCAA decided to play its 
March Madness tournament 
without fans because of concern 
over the virus and is the first big 
step by any of the pro sports 
leagues in the U.S. in reaction to 
the virus. 

“The NBA is suspending game 


More inside 


» Schools, universities 
weigh cancellations, 
virtual classes. Page A6 


play following the conclusion of 
tonight’s schedule of games until 
further notice,” the league said. 
“The NBA will use this hiatus to 
determine next steps for moving 
forward in regard to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic.” 

The league expects the shut- 
down to last at least two weeks, 
the Associated Press reported. 

“We of course had to call it a 
day,” Rockets owner Tilman Fer- 
titta said. “Everybody knewit was 
either suspend for a short time or 
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For the latest updates, go to 
houstonchronicle.com/ 
coronavirus 


produced or permitted by the city 
will be canceled through the end 
of March, Turner said. That in- 
cludes Sunday’s Tour de Houston 
fundraising bike ride, which offi- 
cials will attempt to reschedule, 
the mayor said. 

Hidalgo signed a similar emer- 
gency declaration Wednesday af- 
ternoon. 

Rodeo continues on A8 


‘NECESSARY’ ACTION: 
U.S. suspends travel 
from Europe in face 

of official pandemic 


By Peter Baker 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump announced Wed- 
nesday night that he was taking 
“strong but necessary” actions to 
keep new cases of the coronavi- 
rus from entering the United 
States by suspending all travel 
from Europe for 30 days, begin- 
ning Friday. The restrictions do 
not apply to Britain, he said. 

Speaking from the Oval Office, 
Trump called the coronavirus a 
“horrible infection” and said he 
was addressing the nation to talk 
about the “unprecedented re- 
sponse to the coronavirus out- 
break.” 

The president also said health 
insurance companies had agreed 
to extend insurance coverage to 
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Coronavirus 
at a glance 


125,865 


Confirmed cases worldwide 


1,281 


Confirmed cases in U.S. 


22+ 


Confirmed cases in Texas 


4,615 


Deaths worldwide 


37 


Deaths in U.S. 


O 


Deaths in Texas 

* 13 additional cases were repatri- 
ated to Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio 


Source: WHO, CDC, Johns Hopkins 
University 


New bombshells revealed in TSU flap 


Audit: Scholarship 
scheme enriched 
school administrator 


By John Tedesco and 
Brittany Britto 
STAFF WRITERS 


Texas Southern University 
awarded more than $400,000 in 
scholarships to poorly performing 
students in a scheme to boost en- 


rollment and enrich a school offi- 
cial that went unnoticed for years, 
according to an auditor’s report 
obtained Wednesday by the Hous- 
ton Chronicle. 

The 17-page report by TSU’s 
chief internal auditor reveals new 
details about the scale of an admis- 
sions scandal that toppled TSU 
President Austin Lane, who 
reached a buyout agreement with 
TSU’s board of regents after 
months of friction and controver- 


sy. 
The March 10 report by auditor 
Charla Parker-Thompson shows 
that problems in the admissions 
process at TSU’s law school were 
far more widespread than previ- 
ously known, and multiple law en- 
forcement agencies have been 
contacted about “criminal behav- 

ior” uncovered by investigators. 
They include the Harris County 
district attorney’s office, the FBI 
TSU continues on A12 


Former Texas 
Southern 
University 
President 
Austin Lane 
was ousted 
by the board 
of regents 
amid the 
admissions 
scandal, but 
he’ll be paid a 
$879,000 
buyout. 


Michael 
Wyke / Contributor 
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